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GOVERNMENTS PLEDGE $33 MILLION TO UNRWA

The'hovernments of 20 countries recently pledged a total of almost

© $33 million to support UNRWA'!'s continued operations. Ten countries either
made pledges for the first time or announced increased contributions, but the
two largest contributors warned the Agency that they could not continue to
bear so large a share of the burden of supporting the Palestine refugees,
(Their contributions together make up nearly nine tenths of the Agency's rev-

enue. )

The pledges were made before the Ad Hoc Committee of the General Assem~
bly for the Announcement of Voluntary Contributions to UNRWA, which met at
United Nations Headquarters in New York in February. A number of other coun—
tries fhat did not announce pledées theﬁshave indicated that they will make

contributions.

However, the Agency continues to face a critical financial situation.
The cost of UNRWA's present activities is estimated at $37.8 million for 1965.
Additional government contributions are ekpected to be added to the $33 mil-
lion already pledged, but unless there are substantial donations from non-
governmental sources, UNRWA will end 1965 with a considerable deficit, The
Agency had a defieit of $2 million in 1964,

In a statement to the Committee the Commissioner-General of UNRWA,
Mr, Laurence Michelmore, said that to carry out its programme and to cover in-
creasing expenditure on education and training, the Agency needed even more
funds than had been available in the pasgt. He expressed the opinion that the
Palestine refugees' need for large-scale assistance continued, saying that
many families that were partially self-supporting needed some help and that
others were completely dependent on the assistance given by UNRWA, the "host"

Governments and the voluntary organizations.

The Commissioner-General cbserved that UNRWA!'s relief operations (basic
food rations, supplementaryffeeding, shelter and special hardship assistanoe)
had remained at much the same per capita level since 1950, with the exception
of a major camp construction programme completed in the fifties. He reported

a small rise in the Agency's relief costs in 1964 due to increased commodity
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prices, although there was a slight drop in the number of raticn recipients,
Mr, Michelmore said that both UNRWA and the World Health Organization felt
“that the health programme was a minimum programme of essential services oper—

ating close to maximum efficienty.

The Commissioner-General told the Committee that it was in the field of
education and training that the additional needs were most felt, He said
that more and more school-age children were going to school and staying in
school longer and that, over the life of the Agency, the number of students
in UNRWA schools had increased fourfold., He believed that UNRWA could help
the refugees most constructivgly'by’providing the Yest education and training
that iﬁs funds would permit, %o prepare young refugees for productive and use-

ful lives, wherever they might uItimatelﬁ}live.

Mr, Micheimore stated that UNRWA wouid seek further improvements in the
conduct of all its activities, including the distribution of food rations, to
secure for the genuinely needy refugees the maximum benefit of all UNRWA ex—
penditures. But he pointed out that unless contributions were significantly
increased, some services would have to be reduced. He said that already in
1964 expenditures had exceeded income by about $2 million, some $500,000 more
than estimated in the Annual Report, dvue largely to increased commodity prices.
The Commissioner-General added that this had reduced the Agency's reserves to
a minimum level and that it was essential that income and expenditure be

brought back into balance,

Government contributions announced

As in previous years, the Governments of the United States and the
United Kingdom pledged the largest sums, The United States pledged $24.7 mil-
lion for the financial year 1964-65, provided that this sum did not exceed
70 per cent of the contributicns from all governments, and the United Kingdom
pledged $5.4 million.,

The representative of the United States said that his Government con—
tinued to feel that it was bearing an unduly high proportion of UNRWA's ex—
penses and that it planned to reduce its total contribution for the financial
year 1965-66 by $1 million., He said that it was evident that costs were in-—

creasing to such a point that some cuts in expenditure had to be made and
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that his Government believed that the necessary economies could be accom-
plished by.the "lLong-needed rectification of the relief rclls" without affect—

ing the provigion of relief to genuinely needy refugees.

The United Kingdom delegate also stated that his delegation believed
that reductions in expenditure would only be achieved when a detailed rectifi-
cation of the ration rolls had been completed with the cooperation of the
"ost!" Governments, He sald that next year, depending on the circumstances,
hig Government might have to consider making a reduction in the amount allo—
cated for relief purposes, without increasing the amount allotted to health

and education,.

Fledges (the amount is shgwn in the equivalent of United States dollars)
were also made by Austria ($10,000), Belgium ($30,000), Canada ($1,116,000),
Ceylon ($1,000), Denmark {$70,000), the Federal Republic of Germany ($500,000),
Finland ($10,000), France ($269,4C0), Ghana ($3,000), India ($21,000), Iran
($6,000), Treland ($25,000), Italy($80,000 for the first six months of 1965),
Jamaica {$560), Japan ($30,000), Kuwait ($220,000), Luxembourg ($3,000),
Malaysia ($1,500), Morocco ($20,000), the Netherlands ($166,000), Nigeria
($5,000), Norway ($70,000), the Philippines ($1,250), Sweden ($116,000),
Switzerland {$58,000 plus 100 tons of milk products), Tunisia ($4,000),

Turkey ($8,000) and Yugoslavia ($20,000),

The pledges of the Governments of Austria, Canada, Denmark, the Federal
Republic of Germany, Finland, Ireland, Jamaica, Japan, the Netherlands and
Norway were either increases over their pledges made last year or the first

pledges made by these Governments.

Representatives of almost every Government attending the meeting, includ-
ing those of the four "host" countries (Jordan, Lebanon, the Syrian Arab Re~
public and the United Arab Republic, which administers the Gaza Strip), paid
tribute to the work of UNRWA, Many delegates commended particularly the

Agency's education and training programmes.



UNRWA'S MANDATE EXTENDED

The General Asgsembly of the United Nations decided on
10 February to extend UNRWA's mandate for a further one-year pe-
riod ending 30 June 1966. The Agency's current two—year mandate
is due to expire as of 30 June 1965,

The Assembly adopted without objection the following reso-
lution, Nc. 2002 (XIX), submitted by the President of the Gen—
eral Assembly: o

The General Agsembly,

Recalling its resolutionll856 (XVII) of 20 Decem—
ber 1962 which extended the mandate of the United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agencf for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East until 30 June 1965,

Having noted the statement of the Secretary-General

at the 1327+th plenary meeting of the General Assembly on
8 February 1965,

Decides to extend the mandate of the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East for a further year up to 30 June 1966, without
prejudice to existing resolutions or to the positions of

the interested parties.

@



SCHOOL ENROLMENT FIGURES SHOW
BIGGEST INCREASE IN TEN YEARS

Inrolment figures for the current school
year show the largest increase in the past
ten years in the number of refugee children
attending UNRWA-UNESCO schools,

More tham 172,500 refugee pupils en~
rolled in the 401 UNRWA-UNESCO schools at the
beginning of the 1964-65 academic year, com-
pared with 159,000 the previous year —— am

increase of more than 13,500,

Two factors account for the increase:
the expanding population of refugee children
due to natural increaseand the ever decreas-—
ing number of pupils who drop out of school.
This second factor is particularly signifi-
cant in the case of refugee girls, who are
attending school in greater numbers and stay—

ing there longer with every passing year.

Almost 45 per cent of the children in
UNEWA-UNESCO schools this year are girls,
compared with 39 per centin 1960 and 33 per
cent in 1955,

In addition to the children attending
UNRWA-UNESCC schools, some 60,000 refugee
boys and girls are attending Government and

private schools subsidized by UNRWA, bring-

Right: Refugee girls gather for morning
roll call outside the UNRWA-UNESCO school in
Tulkarem camp in Jordan,
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ing the total number of refugee children receiving education with UNRWA as-

sistance.to more than 230,000.

The following table shcows the enrolment in UNRWA-UNESCO schools at the

beginning of the current school year:

Jordan Gaza Lebanon Syria Total
ELEMENTARY (6 years)
Boys 30,304 21,881 11,447 10,429 14,061
Girls 27,043 20,041 8,993 8,022 64,099
Total 57,347 41,922 20,440 18,451 138,160
PREPARATORY (3 years) ;
Boys ) 6,81§_5 8,241 25527 3,691 21,277
Girls 3,165° 7.074 1,273 1.771 13,283
ELEMENTARY AND PREPARATORY ,
Boys " 37,122 30,122 13,974 14,120 95,338
Girls 30,208 27,115 10.266 9.793 _T77.382
Total 67,330 57,237 24,240 23,913 172,720

UNRWA does not run any upper secondary schools (for the three—year cycle
after the preparatory - or lower secondary - level) but dees subsidize places

for refugee pupils in Government and private secondary schools.
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Father Mooney Leaves

Father Denis Mooney, O. F. IM., Field Director of the Pontifical Mig-
sion for Palestine, left the Middle East at the end of January after spending
20 years in the area. In his capacity as field director, Father Mooney super-
vised the relief work of the Pontifical Mission, the agency established by
the Pope in 1949 to channel Catholic relief to the Palestine refugees. The
Pontifical Mission's assistance includes the operation, in collaboration with
UNRWA and with the local authorities, of a centre for the blind in the Gaza
Strip, the running of schools in two Christian camps in Lebanon and the
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provision of pastoral care for the residents of these camps, and the provi-
sion of other relief, including clothing, blankets and medical care, to refu-
gees regardless of their religion.

Father Mooney, who is now in the United States receiving medical
treatment, had been connected with the Pontifical Mission since its establish-
ment and served as its field director feor five ysars, His many friends in
UNRWA send him their best wishes for his complete restoration to health and
look forward to seeing him back again in the Middle East before long.

Vigitors

President Habib Bourguiba of Tunisia paid a visit to Aqabat Jaber
refugee camp near Jericho during his recent State visit to Jordan. DPresi-
dent Bourguiba was accompanied by Jordanian Prime Minister Wasfi Tal.

The Prime Minister ofuMorocco, Mr, Abmad Ba Hanini, wvisited refugee
camps and UNEWA's Wadi Seer Vocational Training Centre in Jordan during his
recent vigit. !

Mrs. Helvi Sipila, vice president of Zonta International, presented
the proceeds of "Operation Skill" in Finland during her recent visit to
UNRWA's area of operations. A total of $7,000 was raised in the campaign,
which was initiated by Mrs., Sipila. The Finnish Girl Guides donated $5,000,
and the Boy Scouts, $#2,000. This money has provided vocational training
scholarships for 14 young refugees in UNRWA training centres. During her
trip, Mrs., Sipila visited the centres and met some of the Finnish-sponsored
trainees, including a refugee girl sponsored personally by her.

Mrs. Margaret McKay, a British Member of Parliament and author,
visited refugee camps and UNRWA's two training centres in Lebanon. Mrs. McKay
stopped in Beirut on her way back to the United Kingdom after attending the
18th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women in Teheran.

Film actor Marlon Brando spent two days in Beirut en route to the
Far Bast. During his stay he discussed with senior UNRWA officials the work
of the Agency and the plight of the Palestine refugees.

Migs Cairine Wilson, president of the Canadian Save the Children
Fund, visited UNRWA installations in Lebanon and Jordan during her recent
trip to the Middle Eagt. Canadian Save the Children Fund contributions to
UNRWA enabled the Agency to 2d4d a wing to its c¢linic in Khan Younis camp in
the Gaga Strip in 1962 and to establish a rehydration/nutrition centre there
this year. The centre will begin operation soon.

IS

Dr, Leo Liepmann, a member of the executive committee of the Oxford
Committee for Famine Relief (Oxfam), and Mrs, Liepmann discussed with UNRWA
officials the Agency's operations and possible further assistance from Oxfam.

Miss Hilkka Pietila, secretary general of the United Nations Asso-
ciation of Finland, paid a brief visit to the Middle East, during which she
saw UNRWA training centres and refugee camps in Lebanon and Jordan.
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