





1 Leba non The safety of Palestine refugees living in Lebanon has been a major
anxiety; a $ 13 million appeal for the next phase of reconstruction

Update has been made and Siblin Training Centre students help in repairs.
2 Keeping up Diana Lacey has been working with UNRWA in south Lebanon
| since the summer of 1982 in restoring health services for refugees.
moraie She discusses her role and the problems.
4 Palestinian Salah Al Attrash is a teacher but painting is his major interest. A
. hoto story shows his life in Jerusalem.
artist g d
6 Improving UNRWA is expanding its dental care for refugees and introducing a
h Ith new school health programme this autum. The emphasis is on
ea t prevention.
services

Cover photo: He has rebuilt his home from the bombed out ruins of Ein
el Hilweh in the summer of 1982 but his future remains
uncertain. The wives and children of two sons in Ansar
prison camp and the rest of his family share this small
dwelling — a total of 18 persons. His wife is unwell,
needing a disc operation and he has no steady job,
earning a little by selling second-hand furniture.
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Lebanon
Update

Security of Palestine refugees in
Lebanon has continued to be one of
UNRWA'’s major concerns.
Following an upsurge of incidents,
including several refugee deaths
and attacks on UNRWA staff mem-
bers, Commissioner-General Olof
Rydbeck again called on Israel as
the occupying power in south Leba-
non to ensure the safety of refugees
in the area under its control. During
the month of June, Mr. Rydbeck
made two such appeals.

In late July, Mr. Rydbeck issued a
statement pointing out the danger to
refugees in the Beqa’'a Valley and
Tripoli areas of Lebanon. This was
as a result of factional clashes in the
Bega'a area and reports of addition-
al military forces building up in and
around refugee camps near Tripoli.
If clashes occured, said Mr.Rydbeck,
casualties among civilians would be
inevitable.

There are more than 30,000 Pales-
tine refugees registered with the
Agency in Tripoli and 9,800 in the
Beqa'a Valley, plus several thousand
refugees who fled from south Leba-
non in the summer of 1982 to these
areas.

Assistance to refugees

During the month of June, emergen-
cy food rations were issued by
UNRWA to 161,700 registered re-

fugees and to 7,180 unregistered re-
fugees in Lebanon and to 7,800 dis-
placed refugees who fled in 1982 to
the Syrian Arab Republic. Some
15,000 refugees in the Bega'a and
Tripoli areas continued to receive
normal rations.

Although most UNRWA operations
were able to continue during the re-
cent fighting in Lebanon, some were
disrupted and road contact between
Beirut and Sidon was cut. On 4 Sep-
tember, a car bomb explosion se-
verely damaged an UNRWA school
near Burj el Barajneh camp in Beirut
and on 6 September, the Lebanon
Field Office suffered minor damage
from shelling.

$ 13 million needed
for next phase
of reconstruction

UNRWA has appealed for $ 13 mil-
lion to rebuild destroyed Agency
schools, clinics and offices; recon-
struct refugee camp roads and

drains; and provide cash grants to
allow 3,200 destitute families to re-
pair or rebuild their homes.

This phase of reconstruction follows
UNRWA'’s $ 52 million emergency re-
lief programme in Lebanon which
began in June 1982. Under the pro-

gramme, over 180,000 Palestine re-
fugees have been given food and
medical care, more than 11,000
families have been given cash grants
for their immediate housing needs,
and damage to some UNRWA instal-
lations has been repaired.

Of the $ 13 million in the new appeal,
$ 5.75 million will be for cash grants
to families living in or close to
camps in the Beirut, Sidon and Tyre
area. In Wavell camp (Bega'a valley)
to which many refugees fled last
summer, there is no additional land
available. Therefore UNRWA is plan-
ning to build extensions to existing
buildings at a cost of $ 1.31 million.
Almost $ 4 million will go to rebuild-
ing and reequipping two clinics, two
feeding centres, four schools and
six other UNRWA installations des-
troyed in the summer of 1982. The
remainder of the fund will be used to
rebuild roads, paths and surface wa-
ter drains in Sidon and Tyre camps
and Wavell camp and the repair of
electricity networks in all areas in-
cluding Beirut camps.

UNRWA has also appealed to non-
governmental organizations and
several governments for supplies or
cash to continue a programme of
emergency aid to destitute refugees
who will need food and welfare
assistance at least for the rest of this
year and through the coming winter.
Many of these refugees belong to
families with no male breadwinner
or no employment possibilities.

The current appeal does not include
funds for the possible future recon-
struction of Nabatieh camp and
other reconstruction of camp infra-
structure.

At the time of going to press, dona-










tions to the new appeal had been
received from the Federal Republic
of Germany ($ 80,000); Switzerland
($ 187,000); and the United Kingdom
($ 764,500).

Siblin Students
help at Ein el-Hilweh

Reconstruction of Ein el-Hilweh
camp in Sidon has been a high
priority for UNRWA ever since the
camp sustained extensive damage
last summer. This reconstruction
programme relies heavily on con-
tributions from many sources -
governments, NGO’s, and the re-
fugees themselves.

A prime example of voluntary work
by refugees lies in a series of repair
projects at Ein el-Hilweh carried out
by students from UNRWA'’s nearby
Siblin Training Centre, under the
direction of the Middle East Council
of Churches’ Emergency Relief
and Reconstruction Department
(MECC).

Plumbing students recently installed
water pipes and improved sanitation
facilities throughout the camp, mak-
ing it possible for the camp’s kinder-
garten and the UNRWA welfare
centre to run more smoothly. Eigh-
teen public health students assisted
UNRWA personnel by visiting re-
fugees’ homes and collecting infor-
mation on immunization and sanit-
ary conditions. Welding students
constructed an iron gate for the
camp’s kindergarten, while also lay-
ing tiles and a concrete floor in part
of the UNRWA welfare centre. Car-
pentry students helped build the
new UNRWA sewing centre.

This MECC programme proved be-
neficial both to the camp and to the
Siblin students. MECC tried to
match the interests of the students
with the projects needed in the
camp. This resulted in valuable prac-
tical experience for the Siblin stu-
dents.

Siblin also received a solar water
heater from MECC, given in appreci-
ation of Siblin’s participation in the
voluntary work project. The centre
plans to take full advantage of this
new resource by studying the sys-
tem thoroughly and then producing
similar systems for sale.
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Keeping up morale

Sidon, Lebanon. 7.15a. m. UNRWA's
south Lebanon office starts another
day. First, the news of the past night.
From Wadi Zein, a few kilometres
north of the office, word arrives that
Palestinian families were harassed
by uniformed men who ordered
them to leave. The families had been
living in Wadi Zein for several years.

“The situation is dangerous. Better
not send the mobile clinic there to-
day.” The decision taken, Diana
Lacey hurries off to the UNRWA
clinic in Sidon to inform the medical
staff of her decision.

“It's like this every day. There's al-
ways a problem somewhere. The
most important part of my work now
is to organize the routine, to know
the needs of the Agency clinics, and
to keep up a climate of confidence.
This daily personal contact is of
prime importance. It keeps up
morale. But the situation was much
different when | first arrived in
Lebanon.”

In July 1982, Diana Lacey first en-
countered south Lebanon, having
been sent there by the U. K. Save the
Children Fund to work with
UNRWA'’s emergency medical ser-
vices. A graduate nurse, she had
worked in Uganda during the famine
of 1980-81. In Lebanon, she has to
deal with war and its consequences.

“For a 27-year old from West
Sussex, it is hard to imagine what
war is like. But | wanted to help
people. When | arrived, the refugees
were suffering from the shock of the
bombing. They were broken, dis-
oriented. They were very concerned
about their own destiny and the fate
of their families, some of whom were
interned or had disappeared.

“The Sidon clinic had no medical
supplies and was occupied by re-
fugees. Medical staff could barely
deal with the situation. Many men
were absent. Until then, the women
had depended on the men to take
action. Suddenly, someone else had
to organize the work and make deci-

sions. Compared to that time, the
situation is almost normal.”

As she does every day, Diana goes to
Ein el-Hilweh camp on the edge of
Sidon. She drives to the camp on a
road still rutted with shell holes,
commenting: “It's a good way to feel
the atmosphere.”

The UNRWA clinic in the camp is
painted white with blue shutters, the
only patch of colour in that drab
scene. The clinic was partially
destroyed last summer; only sup-
porting columns and stairways re-
mained. Now rebuilt, it deals with
enormous problems: 400 patients a
day, 10-12,000 children a month.
The most serious cases are sent to
local hospitals.

“What occurs most frequently today
is that patients come in with physical
problems which have essentially
psychological causes. It is quite ob-
vious in the case of mothers who
bring in healthy children, whose ‘ill-
nesses’ are simply the fears of the
mother projected on the child —
fears brought on by living without
husbands and of raising children
without fathers.

“Even if they have found a place to
live, their anxiety continues because
of their lack of income and because
of the daily, insidious forms of
harassment. All of this creates a dif-
ficult situation. It is impossible
to bear psychologically. Can you
imagine what it is like, without
having lived as they do?”

The Ein el Hilweh clinic is only a
quick stop in Diana’s programme.
Today she must go to Nabatieh,
about 30 kilometres southeast. The
road winds among the hills. Here
and there are groves of lemons or
oranges. A number of militia or
Israeli checkpoints cause the
inevitable traffic bottlenecks. In the
sky a formation of jets slices through
the air.

Three times a week, UNRWA sends a
medical team to the town of
Nabatieh. On other days, one nurse
looks after things. Diana'’s visit gives
Abu Soliman, the mukhtar of the
local Palestinian community, a






