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GOMMENTARY

22 July - A contribution of $16,000 was
received from the Government of Greece.
Greece has also made, in response to an
appeal by the General Assembly's Working
Group on the financing of UNRWA, a spe-
cial contribution of flour worth $155,000,
which is expected to reach Beirut shortily.

B

14 August - An agreement was announced
with the Government of Japan for a don-
ation of rice valued at about $624,000.
The cont ribution will complete the Japa-
nese Government's pledge to UNRWA for
1972: a cash contribution of $150,000
was received in June.

21 August - UNRWA was officially inform-
ed of a‘decision by the European Econo-
mic Community to give the Agency 17,000
tons of cereals under its food aid pro-
gramme and also, exceptionally, 4,000
tons of sugar. The community comprises
Belgium, the Federal Republic of Germany,
France, Italy, Luxembourg and the Nether-
lands, the Governments of which also con-
tribute separately and regularly to UNRWA.
In 1971, the EEC gave UNRWA 4,500 tons of
cereals in the form of wheat valued at
$239,500.

4 September - A contribution of $10,000
was received from the Government of the
Republic of Korea, double the amount don-
ated last year.

5 September - A donation of $3 million
was received from the Government of Swe~
den. This amount, which constitutes the
Swedish Government's regular contribution
to UNRWA for 1972,is an increase of more
than $558,000 over the 1971 contribution.
The Swedish Chargé d'Affaires in Lebanon,
Mr. Bo Kalfors, expressed on this occa-
sion his Government's appreciation of
UNRWA's humanitarian work on behalf of
the Palestine refugees and of the Agency's
efficiency as shown by the maintenance of
its administrative costs at a low level.
Since 1950, Sweden has contributed a to-
tal of $18,733,396 to UNRWA.

6 September - Announcement was made of

the receipt of $21,888 from the Australian
Government, representing half of the cash

portion of that Government's contribution

to UNRWA for 1972/73. The total Australian
pledge to UNRWA for 1972/73 is $217,973.

28 September - A cheque for $97,000 was
received From the Government of Saudi
Arabia, representing the balance of the
Government's 1971 contribution of $297,000
‘to UNRWA.

The Government of Saudi Arabia has again
promised a contribution of $297,000 for
1972 and, in addition, has made a special
contribution of $50,000 in response to

the appeal by the United Nations Secretary
General, conveyed to His Majesty King
Feisal personally by the Chairman of the
United Nations Working Group on the Fin-
ancing of UNRWA.

Since 1950 Saudi Arabia has contributed

to UNRWA or promised a total of nearly
$4,350,000.

On the right, the Swedish Chargé d'Affaires
in Lebanon, Mr. Bo Kalfors, presenting his,
Govermment's contribution to UNRWA's Com-
misgioner-General, Sir John Rennie.



SWEDISH FREE CHURCH AID TO PROVIDE .NEW HEALTH CENTRE

For an Agency which can afford to spend
only ten cents a day on each registered
refugee, a gift of $100,000 has great sig-
nificance. As <@ result of the Scandinavian
fundraising campaign, "Refugee '71", such
a gift was pledged. to UNRWA last year by
Swedish Free Church Aid. The donation will
be entirely used for projects in the Gaza
Strip.

Mr. Leo Liljengren of SFC Aid visited the
West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1971 to review
UNRWA's operations and for consultations
on the best use of the SFC Aid funds. The
result has been varied - from eye glasses
for needy children to science laborator-
ies in UNRWA/Unesco schools and,to a big
project which is about to get under way
this summer: complete renovation of the
UNRWA Health Centre at Bureij camp in the
Gaza Strip.

The Swedish Free Church donation has been
allocated as follows: $10,000 for prosthe-
tic devices such as wheelchairs and eye-

glasses, $30,000 for science laboratories
at schools; the remaining $60,000 has
been allocated to the Bureij Health
Centre.

Bureij is one of the four "middle camps"
in the Gaza Strip. Small in comparison
with other camps in the Strip, it contains
some 13,000 people, for whom the health
centre provides out-patient care. The pre-
sent health centre was hastily constructed
in 1952 to provide "temporary" health fa-
cilities for the refugees. Twenty years
later the temporary buildings are totally
inadequate to meet the needs of the com-
munity.

The new centre, construction of which is
planned to begin late this summer, will
consist of a general clinic, maternal

and child health out-patient facilities

and a 10-bed maternity ward. The maternity
ward will also serve the refugee popula-
tion of nearby Nuseirat camp, "home" for
some 21,000 refugees.

REFUGEE STUDENTS SCORE SUCCESS

Extra effort by UNRWA teachers on the West
Bank produced greatly improved results at
the end of this school year. Ninth grade
refugee boys had a success rate of nearly
80% in the Government third I'dadi exam-
ination - a rate almost equal to that
achieved by students from Government scho-
ols and better than that scored by those
from private schools (73%).

For whatever reason, girl pupils in UNRWA
schools lagged behind. Their respectable,
though,still disappointing, score of 70%
is_being analysed by a team of education
supervisors in the West Bank. But another
related phenomenon will alsoc come in for
close scrutiny: out of 16 UNRWA refugee
students cited for best all-round perform-
ance in the examination, 10 were girls.

The I'dadi is the only government examin-
ation required during the nine years of-
fered in UNRWA schools. Success on this
first public examination brings possibil-
ities for the future: perhaps entrance to
a university after three more strenuocus
years in a secondary school.

West Bank refugee pupils' performance this
year, a 75% success rate for boys and ;
girls together,shows a marked improvement
over 1971 results,when Agency schools were
15% below Government schools in the I'dadi
exam. This year the difference between
Agency and Government schools was narrowed
to 3%. Even more impressive,Agency schools
improved their own overall 1971 rate of
58.93% by almost-17%.

Disturbed by their pupils' poor showing
last year, UNRWA teachers in the West
Bank volunteered to give additional coa-
ching, outside regular hours, to classes
weak in particular subjects. School
supervisors participated in the effort
with an intensive programme of visits to
the schools, with seminars and with uni-
fied diagnostic tests aimed at locating,
weak areas in the pupils' attainment. This
effort paid off. In Jericho, for example,
where only a third of the refugee boys .
passed in 1971, this year the I'dadi suc-
cess rate for Palestine refugees was a
surprising 75%.



NEW UNRWA TRAINING GENTRE OPENS IN
EAST  JORDAN

white) chats to UNRWA's Commissioner-General Sir John Rernie.
the picture, the Prime Minister of Jordan, H.E. Mr. Ahmad El-Louzi;

During the inauguration ceremony at the Centre, His Majesty King Hussein (in

On the left of-
to the

right, the Minister of Reconstruction and Development, H.E. Dr. Subhi Amin
Amr and Mr. Husni Ayesh, Principal of the Amman Training Centre.

On 3 October His Majesty King Hussein in-
augurated a new UNRWA/Unesco training
centre in east Jordan. The opening of
the Amman Vocational and Teacher Training
Centre represents a major addition to the
facilities for the education of the Pal-
estine refugees. The Centre forms part
of the UNRWA/Unesco education system,that
is to say it is administered by UNRWA
with professional guidance from and in
co-operation with the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scilentific and Cultural Organ-
ization.

The need in east Jordan for a new train-
ing centre was obvious after June 1967
when UNRWA training centres in the West
Bank had become inaccessible to refugees
in east Jordan, and the demand for both
vocational and teacher training rose
sharply. Training means economic opport-
unity and teachers, especially, are quick-
ly employed. Each year UNRWA itself em-
ploys apprioximately 500-600 teachers due
to retirements and increased enrolments.

As from the schoolyear 1967-68, UNRWA
Headquarters authorized as an emergency
measure, establishment of a temporary
teacher training centre for approximately

- 200 men at the UNRWA/Unesco Vocational

Training Centre for Men at Wadi Seer,near
Amman, and for 120 women in rented pre-
mises in Amman. The operation .costs of
these temporary facilities had been met

by NEED. No vocational training facili-
ties could be offered to refugee girls in
Amman, although approximately 60 each year
were sent to Beirut for vocational train-
ing at the YMCA.

It was clear that additional training
facilities were needed. To save money,
UNRWA decided to combine teacher and vo-
cational training (the latter for women
only) in one centre, as it does in two
others of its nine vocational training
centres. The Amman centre would also
combine training for men and women on se-
parate premises but with certain shared
facilities such as library, storercoms



and kitchens. Accordingly,scme 253 acres,
five kilometres from Amman,were selected.

Funds for the construction of the centre
were provided by Near East Emergency
Donations (NEED), a private American or-
ganization. NEED was established in the
immediate aftermath of the fighting in
Jurle 1967 and raised large sums of money,
$6,051,350 of which was earmarked for
projects sponsored by UNRWA. The first
NEED projects were in the field of relief
and covered such facilities in the emerg-
ency camps as tents, drainage and water
supplies, and, later, extension of the
shelter programme.

NEED then decided that the balance of the
funds for UNRWA should be used for capi-
tal expenditure on education. On 1 Sep-
tember 1972 the amount of funds spent on
the Amman Training Centre was $1,530,186,
allocated as follows: construction
$1,244,862; equipment $196,855; and land
$88,469.

The principal of the new cenitre is Mr-
Husni Ayesh and 28 teacher training in-
structors and 10 vocational training in-
structors have been hired.

Although ‘the centre was originally sche-

duled to open for the 1970-71 school
year, construction has been delaygﬁ seve-
ral times by technical difficulties. How-
ever, classes begaﬂ in the new centre in
mid-December 1971,

The enrolment during the first year was
375 men and women first and second year
teacher trainees and 62 women first year
vocational trainees. This year 500 tea-
cher trainees (250 men and 250 women)

and 152 women vocational trainees are en-
rolled.

It is expected that when the Centre is
operating at its full capacity -of 702
students, operating costs will be some
$410,000 yearly. The cost of training a
teacher in an UNRWA/Unesco training cen-
tre is $450 per year. Vocational train-

ees cost the Agency $550 per year for

their two-year (11 months per year)train-
ing course.

Desire for vocational and teacher train-
ing is strong among the Palestine refu-
gees. According to officials of UNRWA's
Department of Education, there are usual-
ly four or five applications for every

- vacancy in the vocational and teacher

training centres.

A girl student in the new Arman Centre's chemistry laboratory.




A girl student in the new Arman Centre's chemistry laboratory.




SPOTLIGHT ON RADDA BARNEN

The truth about R&dda Barnen, the Swedish
Save the Children Federation, is that it
has been a consistent and creative friend
to the Palestine refugees ever since 1952
when the Federation gave UNRWA 23,280 ki-
los of used clothing and 2,637 kilos of
shoes., From raincoats, layettes and mid-
wifery bags to sSchools, refugee shelters
and the operating costs of health centres,
R&dda Barnen has demonstrated a remarkable
will to meet the humanitarian needs of
Palestine refugees in the Middle East.
Half the 1.5 million refugees registered
with UNRWA are under 20.

Founded in 1919, as a voluntary non-gov-
ernmental organization, Ridda Barnen is a
member of the International Union for
Child Welfare. The Union has a consult-
ative status with several United Nations
organizations including UNICEF, UNESCO
and WHO, and member organizations in some

50 countries. Ridda Barnen itself is a
nation-wide federation of 27 county asso-
ciations to each of which a number of lo-
cal R&dda Barnen societies are affiliated.
There are at present approximately 100,000
members in 342 local branches. Mr. Magnus
Ehrenstrom, former Secretary General of
The Swedish Save the Children Fund, has
been since mid-1972 the Deputy Director
of UNRWA Affairs in Syria.

To describe the purpose of R#dda Barnen
can be done most simply by saying that
the Federation subscribes to the Declar-
ation of the Rights of the Child as pro-
claimed by the United Nations on November
20, 1959.% The child's rights to health,
education, welfare, social security and
freedom from neglect, exploitation and
various forms of discrimination have in-

%See box.

All children, without any exception what-
soever,shall be entitled to these rights,
without distinction or discrimination on
account of race or religion.

The child shall enjoy special protection
and shall be given opportunities, to en-
able him to develop in a healthy and nor-
mal manner and in conditions of freedom
and dignity.

The child shall be entitled from his
birth to a name and a nationality.

The child shall enjoy the benefits of

social security.

The child for the full and harmonious de-
velopment of his personality needs love

DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD®

and understanding.

The child is entitled to receive educa-
tion, which shall be free and compulsory,
at least in the elementary stages. He
shall be given an education which will
promote his general culture.

The child shall in all circumstances be
among the first to receive protection
and relief.

The. child shall be protected against all
forms of neglect, cruelty and exploit-
ation. He shall not be the subject of
traffic, in any form.

The child shall be protected from practi-
ces which may foster racial, religious
and any other form of discrimination.

%Proclaimed by the United Nations on November 20, 1959. (abridged)



spired the Federation's members to raise
nearly $60 million in its 53-year exist-
ence. The amount raised annually is now
about Skr. 20 million or over $4 million,
a huge sum for a country with a popula-
tion of only eight million.

R&dda Barnen's interest in the welfare of
the Palestine refugees has expressed it-
self through several aspects of UNRWA's
operations. Particular projects adopted
by the Federation and currently maintain-
ed include the operating costs of the ma-
ternal and child health services and re-
lated training programmes of the UNRWA/
Swedish Health Centre in the Gaza Strip.
This health centre currently provides cu-
rative and preventive medical services
for nearly 40,000 refugees living in the
Beach camp and surrounding areas. The
-Centre includes a 12-bed maternity ward
-and a 15-bed pediatrics ward as well as a
planned parenthood clinic. Total operat-
ional costs of the centre .in 1971 amount-
ed to $124,300, the bulk of this provided
by R#dda Barnen.

Other continuing projects are the operat-
ing costs (over $6,000 per year) of the
Rashidieh Rehydration/Nutrition Centre in
southern Lebanon, which was constructed
at Rddda Barnen's expense in 1965, and
scholarships amounting to nearly $45,000
since 1966 for young refugees attending
the UNRWA/Unesco vocational and teacher
training centres, at Ramallzh near Jeru-
salem. R&dda Barnen also contributes ma-
ny layettes each year for refugee infants
as well as $8,000 for, purchase of baby
blankets. The salary of a school teacher
for children at the Bureij Tuberculosis
Hospital in the Gaza Strip is another
Rddda Barnen contribution.

R4dda Barnen has responded positively to
UNRWA's rising educational costs, which
are largely due to natural increase in
the refugee population. This has given
encouragement in the face of overcrowded
schools and the threat of such congestion
that triple shifting is only just being
avoided, especially in the UNRWA/Unesco
schools in east Jordan. In 1970 Ri3dda
Barnen contributed $247,000 toward school
construction in east Jordan and in 1971
contributed nearly $50,000 toward the
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operational costs,of the Joufeh Girls
School also in east Jordan. (An equal am-
ount has been pledged to the Joufeh
school by the Federation for the coming
school year).

R&dda Barnen prides itself on the ability
to respond rapidly to emergency situat-
ions, whether those such as epidemics
which are due to natural causes or those
such as wars and revolutions which are
precipitated by man himself. Immediately
following the 1967 hostilities in the
Middle East, R&dda Barnen responded to a
most basic need of refugees displaced
from Syrian territory occupied by Israel:
a donation of over $90,000 allowed some
15,000 destitute persons to participate
in a special UNRWA programme of supple-
mentary feeding for several months.

Other immediate responses from Rfdda Bar-
nen included donations of blankets and
vaccines. A gift of $15,000 was designa-
ted for "family kits" (primus stove,
cooking pots, etc.) to help displaced fa-
milies prepare their own meals. A sum of
$27,000 was donated for purchase of fents
for refugees to live in,and later $15,439
was given to help finance schools recon-
struction.

Emergency assistance continued in 1968
with contributions of clothing and blank-
ets for children and a $30,000 donation
for financing of medical services in the
emergency camps set up in Syria and east
Jordan following the 1967 hostilities.

In 1970 R8dda Barnen contributed $50,000
toward construction of prefabricated
shelters for those displaced refugees in
Syria who were still living in tents.

To raise the money for all these projects
- as well as others in many parts of the
world ~ R&8dda Barnen engages in a variety
of fund raising activities. One of the
most significant of these is "Day's Work
Operation” when school children all over
Sweden are given a special holiday on
which they do odd jobs for money which is
then contributed to the Federation. 1In
addition to collected funds, membership
fees and interest provide the cash need-
ed. Interest from funds already raised
covers the cost of administration (the






