TIMES A4 NoV 1917

5,894 PRISONERS IN
PALESTINE,
GEN. ALLENBY'S REVIEW
OF OPERATIONS.

SUCCESS ACCORDING TO PLAN.

According to the latest information which has
reached the War Oflice the number of prisoners
on the Palestine front which had passed through
the collecting stations up to the night of Novem-
ber 11 was 5,894, including 286 officers.

The following account of recent operati¢cns up
to November 8 is based on a telegraphic sum-
imary received from General Allenby : —

The attack on Beersheba was fixed for October 31.
Seven days before this date the railwvay was begun
from our railhead at Shellal (14 miles south of Gaza
on the Wadi Ghuzze) towards Xarm (six miles south-
cast of Shellal on the road to Beersheba), and a.light

line from Gamli (3% miles south of Shellal) to El
Buggar (cight miles east of Gamli on the Beersheba
road). Detachments were developing water at Asluj
(16 miles south of Beersheba). :

On October 27 the Turks wade  strong reconnais-
sance from the direction of Kawukah (three mniles







sance from the direction of Kawukah (three miles
south-west of Tell el Sheria) ngainst Karm, employ-
ng two regiments of cavalry and 2,000 or 3.000 in-
fantry. A London Yeomanry Brigade holding the
outpost line covering railhead made a gallant fight
igawist greatly superior numbers, enabling our in-
fantry to get up in time, the Turkish attack being
repulsed with great loss.

On the same day the bombardment of the Gaza
defences commenced, and on October 30 British aned
French Naval Forces commenced to cooperate by
{iring on the Gaza defences, aud on the road and rail-
wity bridges and the railway junction at Dir Sineid
[eight miles north of Gaza]. The shooting was very
accurate.

On the night of October 30/31 (iencral Allenby’s
forces were disposed as follows: —Mounted troops at
Aslyj, Khalasa, and about Shellal, Infantry at Esani
and on ‘the Fara-Beersheba road, the extreme left
forming a defensive flank towards Abu Irgeig (six
lniles from Beersheba on the Beersheba-Gaza road).

Frexcu, ITanaax, axp West INDpIaN Troors.

To the troops immediately before (iaza was
attached a composite force consisting of West Indian
and Indian troops, with detachments irom the French
and Italian contingents.

On the night of October 30 the Mounted Troops
made a night march, and at dayhreak on Octolrer 2
had reached the north-east of Beersheba, Meanwhile
the infantry, who bhad alse made a night march,
wrrived at dawn on the 31st opposite the south-west
defences of Beersheba between the Kalusa-Beersheba
road aud the Wadi Saba. At an early hour Lundon
troops, and dismounted Yceomanry, attacking with
great dash, had gained the whole of the first-line de-
fences, while our mounted Ycomanry on their right
kept touch with the Austraiian and New Zealand
wmounted forces east and north-east of Beersheba.
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Fighting lasted all day, In the evening the Turks
still held trenches a mile cast of the town. The
4th Australian Light Horse Regiment charged these
trenches, which were sft. decp and 4it. wide, and
galloped over them. This ended all resistance.

On November 1 infantry moved forward to Ain
Kolile (nine miles north of Beersheba), and mounted
troops pushed up the Hebron road to within four
miles of Dhahenive. While the water supply at
Beersheba was being organized the remainder of our
infantry moved into a pusition north-west of the town
facing Kawukahh on a north-cast-south-west line
about Abu Jrgeig.

On the morning of November 2 Scottish and East
Anglian troops captured Umbrella Hill (some 3500
yards due west of the Dir ¢l Belah-Gaza road), aud
the whole of the Gaza first-line dciences thence to
the.sea, including Sheikh Hassan. In this attack
Tanks cooperated with success.

There was mno further important action until
November 6, the intervening time being occupied in
bombardment and raids, and in the redistribution of
troops.

Exeamy Casvarrmes ENORMOUS.

On the morning of November 6 our infantry,
already mentioned as being at Ain Kolle, captured
Khuwelifeh (some two miles farther to the north),
and in conjunction with mounted troops were heavily
engaged in beating off repeated counter-atlacks made
by at least two hostile Si\-‘isions with the object of
cutting us off from our water supply at Beersheba
and thereby stoppinz our turning movement. Qur
troops, which. included Welsh and English county
reguments, bebaved splendidly, and the Turkish
cazualtics were enormouns.  Meanwhile, dismounted
Yecomaury and lIrish and London infantry had ad-
vanced from their positions about Abu Irgeiy, and
before nightfall had taken the whole of the Kawukah
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el

and Rushdi systems of defence up to Abu Hareira.
Ucll el Sheria was also captared, and our right in
this zone connected by mounted troops with our furces
at Khuwelifoh. At nigbtfall the Turks were beaten
and retreating, and mounted troops, supported by
infantry, were sent north wie Sheria to pursue them
towards Jemmawmeh and Huj (11 and nine miles yes
spectively east of Gaza),

At midnight an attack was launched against the
very strong works covering Gaza, which was cap-
tured with very little opposition, and infantry was
pushed forward on the morning of the 7th towards the
mouth of the Wadi Hesi [nine miles north of Gazaj.
Sowie Turks still held on in the Atawina position (six
to scven miles from Gaza, on the Beersheba road),
but by the morning of November 8 these works were
also jn our posscssion. On this day (7th) Scottish
Infantry. after an exhausting march through the
sand dunes, reached the month of the Wadi Hesi,
Australian and New Zealand mounted troops, sup-
ported by Londoners, pushed forward from Sheria,
meeting with opposition from strong rearguards, which
was finally overcome by a gallant charse made by
the Warwick and Worcester Ycomanry. On our
extremie right the troups were still opposed by 4,000
10 5,00¢ Turks. )

At nightfall the general position was as follows: —
Our mounted troops held the IHebron road with
infantry at Tell Khuwelifeh and mounted troops con-
necting up with our forces at Sheria, Other mounted
troops were on the line Jemmameh-Huj, while
mounted troops from Guza were in contact with
strong bodies of the cnemy about Reit Hanun. and
outiin&mt.ry had reached the mouth of the YWadi
Iesi.

Rarip MOVEMENT AND ADEQUATE SUPPLY.

During the night and the moming of November §
good progress was made, and by 6 p.m. on this day
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our mounted troops Lhad reached the upper course of
the Wadi Hesi, north of Tel el Hesi (five miles north
of Jemmarneh), and had possession of Huj, where
storcs of all sorts were on fire. A smart action was
fought near Beit Ifanun, where Indian Imperial Ser-
vice Cavalry captured prisoners and a heavy howitzer,
while the Scottish troops, now on the right bank of the
Wadi Hesi, had captured Herbich (82 miles from
Gaza), and commanded the coastal railway.

Throughout these operations the Flying. Corps lLas
done excellent work, has established complete mastery
in the air, and harassed with machine-7uns and bombs
the retreating columns. )

All troops have shown a determined fighting spirit,
and the marching and fizhting of the infantry have
been admirable. Good staff work has ensured Lar-
monious working, rapid movement, and adequate
supply ; while the cooperation of the naval forces has
been of the greatest value.

Owing to the extended nature of the operations and
the rapidity of our movements it has not been possible
yet to estimate captures of wur material, but these
are known to De large. .




